
Columbia County 
Sports and Recreation Advisory Council 

 
Minutes of October 18, 2016 

 
Committee Members present: 
 

Commissioner Everett Phillips, Chairman 
Commissioner Bucky Nash 
Bill Mcloughlin, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Perry Sauls, Columbia Youth Soccer Association 
Paula Vann- Tourist Development Council 

 
Staff Present: 

Clint Pittman, Landscape and Parks Director 
 
The meeting began at 6:04 pm. Commissioner Bucky Nash delivered the invocation and led the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 

1.  Commissioner Phillips asked for approval of July 19, 2016 minutes. Commissioner Nash made 
motion to approve, seconded by Paula Vann, motion carried.  
 

2. Update on Southside Sports Complex: 
 Clint Pittman provided an update on the work taking place at the Southside Complex. He stated 
that much of the construction is winding down. All of the ball field surfaces are complete but 
there are still some projects still on the list at the complex including the renovation of the 
coach’s building, some of the jobs have to be bid out. Pittman stated the lightning detection 
systems are in place and training has taken place. He is in contact with IT department to make 
sure iPads connected to the system are working properly. Pittman also gave an update on 
capital improvements starting with Ft. White, the bathrooms were approved for construction 
and he will begin working on that shortly. The lighting detection system has been installed in Ft. 
White but the IT department is working on getting it connected to the Internet. A few more 
sidewalks at the Southside Complex still need to be constructed. Main entrance landscaping still 
needs to be completed but the project is a joint venture with the City of Lake City and they are 
awaiting word from the city before they proceed. Slats continue to be installed with much of the 
materials coming from tournament fees collected.  
 
Commissioner Phillips asked about the security system and how it is holding up, Pittman stated 
that the system is working well, there was one break in last month, and the system was able to 
help catch the vandals. The deal with the Verizon cell tower is now in the hands of the Verizon 
attorneys and the county is awaiting the contract. Perry Sauls asked about the penalty for not 
leaving the area once the lightning detection system activates. He inquired about a policy in 
place to make sure people using the fields leave when the alarm sounds. Pittman stated that the 
systems are not certified warning systems and are just a precaution for the county but we 
cannot mandate people leave the fields. A generic warning sign may work but nothing with time 
limits. He will check with other organizations, see what their procedure is and bring the 



information to a future meeting. Mr. Sauls is concerned about the liability of the county as well 
as him individually.  
 
 

3. RC Track Update: 
Lance McDonald, the new president of the Gateway RC Track, gave an update on the track and 
events. He stated two large racing events are scheduled for the upcoming weekend and 
improvements were continuing. He thanks Mr. Pittman and his crew for their assistance with 
the improvements. McDonald shared that the RC club is interested in applying to host a national 
RC race from their sanctioning body. They want to apply for a 2018 race. One of the 
requirements for nationals is a pitting area large enough to hold fifty people and restroom 
facilities. The application must be submitted by March 31, 2017. The deadline for the 
completion of the pavilion and restroom is November 30, 2017.  

 
4. TDC Update: 

Paula Vann stated that there was a proposed change to the field use agreement. Tournaments 
with 15 teams or less would not be afforded all of the assistance larger tournaments get (less 
man power, field maintenance) Landscape department would open and prep fields and return at 
the end to secure the fields. The new agreement will go to the TDC for adoption. Pittman stated 
that securing all player and parent signatures may be a problem form tournament promoters to 
get to bring a tournament here.                                                   

 

New Business: Perry Sauls asked if Mr. Pittman will take a look at an area near the back of the 
soccer fields to see if it could be made into an additional filed. He stated that the lack of fields is 
a reason they are not able to secure some tournaments. Commissioner Nash asked if Pittman 
could compile a list of capital requests to present to the board. HE shared that the way for many 
of the improvements to be done is to have items placed in the budget process as early as 
possible. Commissioner Nash said the SAC meeting is the place to get needs identified so they 
can be taken to the Board of County Commissioners for consideration. Commissioner Nash 
asked Mrs. Vann to bring an update on the strategic plan grant to the next meeting.  

  
 
The next meeting is January 17, 2017.  

 
Commissioner Nash motioned for the meeting to adjourn. Paula Vann seconded. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:35 p.m.  

 


